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Apostle Paul’s Shipwreck   •   George Bush Wreck   •   Infidel
Le Scipion   •   Messerschmitt Bf 109   •   Messerschmitt Me 323

Oliveira e Carmo   •   Reiyo Maru    •   Vienna   •   Zambeze

The Search for
Apostle Paul’s 

Shipwreck

There are
shipwrecks, and then there

are SHIPWRECKS...

Could a shipwreck
have affected
George Bush’s 
Re-Election
Campaign?



Messerschmitt Bf 109

Shot 
Down 
in 1945 
Offshore 
Crete
Text and photographs by Jean Christophe Grignard
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   Crete is an island lying in a strategic position on the 
borders of Europe, Africa and Asia. The cradle of European 
civilization, this tourist island has exceptional relics, 
grandiose landscapes, protected nature sites and, on 
the other side of the mirror, a meeting with a relic of the 
Luftwaffe...
   Kostas, a former “Navy SEAL” - Greek army version, now 
dive instructor, took us to discover a slice of history of his 
country immersed offshore of Hersonissos in the Aegean 
Sea. 
   During World War II, the Third Reich launched an airborne 
invasion of Crete under the code name, “Unternehmen 
Merkur” (Operation Mercury). Afterward, the Luftwaffe, 
which, at that time, had control of the sky, was forced to 
flee the country under the pressure of the Greek partisans 
in March, 1945. Not far from the coast, on an area of sand 
27m under the surface, Kostas took us into the posidoniae 
herbarium, where a Messerschmitt Bf 109 is lying upside 
down, frozen in time. 
   It is the wreck of one of the three fighter aircraft shot down 
by Greek civilians during the German flight. According to 
“local history,” one of the two other planes is in a museum, 
whereas the last one, not localized until this day, lies not far 
from there, along this magnificent Cretan coast. The pilots 
would have all survived, ejecting themselves out of their 
plane   before impact. 
   The wreck, protected from any plunder, is almost intact. 
As we came down, we could see a dark characteristic mass 
which took shape on the sand. As we moved closer, we 
clearly saw the wings, the cockpit, the machine guns, the 20-
mm cannon, the oxygen cylinder of the pilot and, here and 
there, some ammunition and other debris. 
Some concretions cover the propeller that was bent by the 
impact. This one broke loose from the cabin and is lying a 
few meters away in front of the plane. The tail is lying 50 m 
from there. Under the wings, we could observe a grouper 
and moray eels which found shelter there. There were also 
numerous apogons, magnificent spirograph worms as well 
as hundreds of castagnoles and some typical fishes of the 
posidoniae herbariums.
   Scuba diving developed slowly in Crete and authorizations 
are gradually granted by the government, allowing discovery 
of new sites. The country is rich in bucolic landscapes, in 
protected nature sites and in a relatively well-protected coast 
which remains authentic. The sub-marine wealth of Crete, 
its natural resources and its historical heritage should be 
discovered. Here and there you can find some dive sites full 
of pottery and amphorae, signs of the previous commercial 

Divers approaching the wreck on an area of sand, 88 ft (27m) under the surface.
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Some concretion now covers 
the lone propeller.

The wreck is now home to a 
school of fish.

Approaching the wreck, we see 
the wings, the cockpit and the 

machine guns.
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activity and of the wrecks caused by the whims of the 
Aegean Sea.
   Like the ruins of the palace of Knossos, the mills of the 
plateau of Lasithi, the coast of Elounda with its countryside 
and its forests of olive trees, the leper-house of Spinalonga 
or the St. Tropezian charm of the village of Agios Nikolaos, 
there exist, on the other side of the mirror, relics of the past 
and a rich nature to be discovered while one is diving not far 
from Heraklion.

About the Messerschmitt 
   The Messerschmitt Bf 109 was a German World War II 
fighter aircraft. It was designed by W. Messerschmitt and 
R. Lusser in 1930. It was a modern fighter, with a metal 
monocoque construction, a closed canopy, retractable 
landing gear and was powered by a liquid-cooled, 
inverted-V12 aero engine. The Bf 109 was first used during 
the Spanish Civil War and was still in service at the end of 
World War II. During this period it was the backbone of the 
Luftwaffe’s fighter force because it performed multiple tasks: 
serving as bomber escort, fighter-bomber, day-, night-, all-
weather fighter, ground-attack aircraft. It served with several 
countries for many years after the war. With a total of 33,984 
units produced from 1936 up to April 1945, the Bf 109 was 
the most produced fighter aircraft in history.

About The Battle of Crete
   The Battle of Crete occurred during World War II in 
Crete (Greece).  Nazi Germany’s airborne invasion of Crete, 
Unternehmen Merkur (“Operation Mercury”), began on 
20 May 1941 and lasted 10 days. Greek and Allied forces 
defended the island helped by Cretan civilians.
   The Germans suffered very heavy casualties after just 
one day, which gave confidence to the Allied troops. They 
thought they would prevail against the German invasion 
but Maleme airfield (western Crete) fell to the Germans, 
who were able to fly in reinforcements and overwhelm the 
defenders.
   The Battle of Crete was exceptional in three aspects. It 
was the first battle where German paratroopers were used 
extensively. It was also the first mainly airborne invasion 
in military history and it was the first time German troops 
had to face a civilian population mass resistance. Adolf 
Hitler forbade further large-scale airborne operations to 
avoid heavy casualties in the paratroopers. Impressed by the 
potential of paratroopers, the Allies started to build their 
own airborne divisions.

About diving in Crete
   Crete is the largest mountainous island of Greece, with 
natural harbors. It is full of history and culture. Until 2005, 
diving was restricted throughout Greece to preserve the 
numerous underwater archaeological artifacts. However, 
the introduction of Law 3409 in November, 2005, changed 
the recreational scuba diving industry. Since then, diving 
is allowed throughout the whole of Greece. Certain areas 
containing archaeological artifacts as well as harbor areas 
and shipping lanes remain off limits. The Ministry of 
Merchant Marine supervises and controls underwater 

The propeller was folded by the impact. 

 Three magnificent spirographs took up residence under the wing of the plane.
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General views of the Messerschmitt Bf 109 spread out over the sea bottom.



activities in Greece. Dive schools and centers 
are now referred to as “service providers.”  

Solo diving and underwater fishing with scuba are 
forbidden. 
   Unfortunately, overfishing has led to a reduction of 
big fish but there is still plenty to see. Just by snorkeling, 
you can see 2000-year-old amphorae beneath your fins, 
but you can go reef diving, wall diving, night diving, 
cavern diving, and deep diving and discover the colors 
of the marine life and the crystal clear waters of the Sea 
of Crete. The number of dive sites is huge and they all 
offer something different. Even if diving is not yet widely 
developed, you can easily find a well-equipped dive 
center along the 1020 km of the Cretan coastline.

Here is a non-exhaustive list of the top dive sites:
 » Big Anchor : A huge ancient anchor on the seabed. 

Depth 27 m. Beautiful reefs, large groupers, sponges 
and marine life. Location: Agia Pelagia. Shore/boat dive.
 » Blue Cave : 20 m wide and 60 m long cave. Depth 

from 22 to 30 m. Huge rocky wall, boulders, tunnels 
and colorful marine life. Location: Agia Pelagia. Boat 
dive.
 » El Greco Cave : 30 m long underwater cave. 

Stalagmites, stalactites and plenty of light. Depth from 
20 m to 40 m. Lobsters, morays, groupers and tuna fish. 
Location: between Sisses and Agia Pelagia. Shore/boat 
dive.
 » Islet of Dia : Wreck of 20-m-long boat. Depth 18 m. 

Abundant marine life, large groupers, colorful sponges, 
shells and reefs. Location: 16 km northeast of Agia 
Pelagia. Boat dive.
 » Kalypso Walls : Good for beginners and for 

experienced divers. Depth up to 40 m. Walls and 
caverns, colorful sea life, sponges, groupers, morays, 
octopus, starfish. Location: Kalypso Bay. Shore dive.
 » Messerschmitt Me-109 : Wreck of German aircraft. 

Depth 27 m. Large groupers and other marine life. This 
dive is weather-dependent. Location: Analipsi, near 
Hersonisos. Boat dive. Web link: www.coraldivingcrete.
com
 » Mononaftis : Abundant marine life. Depth 35 m. 

Groupers, octopus, morays, scorpion fish, breams, 
barracudas, dolphins, stingrays appear there sometimes, 
holes, canyons and small caves. Location: Mononaftis 
Bay, near Agia Pelagia. Shore dive.
 » Shrimps Cave : For experienced divers only. Depth 

from 25 to 40 m. Shrimps in a beautiful cave. Location: 
near Hersonissos. Shore/boat dive.
 » Skinaria Bay : Walls, tunnels and a cave. Depth from 

10 to 22 m. Groupers, morays, starfish, shrimps and 
colorful sponges. Location: Skinaria Bay. Boat dive.
 » St. George Caves: Not very experienced divers. Two 

caves. Depths from 8 to 13 m. Abundant marine fauna 
and flora. Location: near Hersonissos. Boat dive.

Useful Information: 
•	 Airport: Heraklion
•	 Passport/Visa: EU citizen: National  
 Identity Card. Visa is not required for  
 citizens of all European Union countries,         
 Canada, Japan,  Australia and the United  
 States.
•	 Time zone: GMT+2 (winter) GMT+3  
 (summer)
•	 Currency: Euro € 
•	 Language: Greek
•	 Climate: Mediterranean
•	 Electricity: 220V/50Hz.
•	 Water temperature: 20°C / 24°C (May to  
 September) 16C / 24C (October to April)
•	 Air temperature: 20C / 26C (May to  
 September) 12C / 27C (October to April)

Kostas, the former Navy SEAL, takes us below to discover a slice of history.

Author Jean Christophe Grignard, Scuba diver and photographer.

About the Author:  Jean Christophe Grignard has been an underwater 
photographer since 1992 while working for the marine biology lab of the 
University of Mons, Belgium. Also dive Instructor, he combines these two 
passions in the aquatic environment to show the wealth and the biodiversity 
of our lakes, seas and oceans. He wishes to contribute to the valuation and 
protection of the aquatic life with the will to express a feeling of fascination 
and freedom that can be found only underwater. To see more or to order a 
work of art: www.jcgrignard.com

General views of the Messerschmitt Bf 109 spread out over the sea bottom.
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